
 

 

  

                                     

                16 April 2018 

Kia ora NZSBMBers,  

For those who don't know, I'm the new President of 
NZSBMB, having taken over from Ant Poole at our 
Annual General Meeting last July. Many thanks to Ant 
for all his hard work during his term as President, and 
for leaving the Society in such good shape!  I'd also like 
to welcome Amy Osborne (U. Canterbury) as the new 
Secretary of NZSBMB, and to thank Jeremy Owen 
(Victoria U.) who is continuing as our Treasurer. A lot 
has happened since the last newsletter, and we've got 
some exciting plans for this year - read on for highlights.  

*A new website. It has been a long time in the works, but we finally have a new website. 
Excitingly, you can now join/renew your membership online (well, at least I find this exciting).  
Astra Heywood (our newsletter Editor and NZSBMB Student Representative) has donated an 
enormous amount of her time to get the new website up and running, for which I/we are 
extremely grateful. Check it out at:  www.nzsbmb.org 

And feel free to use it to renew/pay your membership dues!  There will be a prize for the first 
member to renew their membership on the new website. 

2017 Annual Conference Report 

Last year our annual conference was a joint meeting with the Genetics Society of Australasia. 
This was the first time we've partnered with GSA, so it was a bit of an experiment. However, 
I'm pleased to report the experiment was successful. It was a fantastic meeting that highlighted 
the overlapping interests of our societies. Another positive is that we had quite a few 
members come along who don't normally attend our annual meetings, which was great to see.  
We also gained 11 new members who joined NZSBMB as part of the conference registration 
(welcome!). This year the recipient of the NZSBMB Award for Research Excellence was Dr. 
Wayne Patrick. Congrats to Wayne, and many thanks to Duncan Kay and Custom Science for 
their ongoing support of our Society (http://www.customscience.co.nz). 

And finally, thank you to all our student members who presented posters at this meeting. It is 
always great to see the diversity of topics and the high quality of research from our student 
members. It was a clean sweep for Otago in the poster prizes: 1st place Priya Philem (U. 
Otago); 2nd equal: Astra Heywood (U. Otago), Chun Shen Lim (U. Otago), and Joshua 
Gilligan (U. Otago). Well done all. 



What's up next... 
 
* Save the date!  This year our Annual 
Meeting will be in conjunction with the NZ 
Microbiological Society 26-29th November 2018 
in Dunedin. We already have a great line-up of 
international speakers. You can find more 
information on the conference website at 
www.nzmsconference.org.nz  
 
 
*International partner conference:  
We are also partnering with ComBio in Sydney 
this year. There is a significant registration 
discount for NZSBMB members, so if you are 
planning on attending, make sure your 
membership is up to date. 
www.combio.org.au/combio2018/ 
 
 
*Openings for Regional Representatives. Currently we have six Regional 
Representatives: Dr. Ivan Leung (Auckland); Dr. Helen Fitzsimons (Manawatu); Prof. Dave 
Ackerley (Wellington); Prof. Magreet Vissers (Canterbury); and Dr. Stephanie Hughes 
(Otago).  
 
After many years of service, Helen and Stephanie are ready to 'hand over the reins'.  If anyone 
would like to volunteer to be a regional rep in Manawatu or Dunedin, please let me know.  It 
doesn't take a lot of time, but our reps are an important presence for us at the local level, and 
play a big part in growing/maintaining our membership numbers. Thanks to Helen, Steph, and 
all our regional reps for their service. 
 
We are also currently brainstorming for ideas about small events/outreach/meetings that we 
could support at the local level, so please get in touch with me or your local rep with any 
ideas. 
 
*Growing NZSBMB. Finally, please let me know what else you think NZSBMB should 
be doing (and/or what we could be doing better). Personally, I think the NZSBMB has done a 
great job of supporting our community via conferences and student travel grants. But I think 
we could be doing even more. I've got a few mad schemes, but please feel free to email me 
with your thoughts, suggestions (or rants) at monica.gerth@vuw.ac.nz. 

Ngā mihi, 

Monica Gerth, President 

 


