
 

 

  

                                     

                01 June 2018 

Kia ora NZSBMB-ers,  

Welcome to our June update. A lot has happened since 
the last newsletter, and we've got some exciting things 
coming up – read on for the highlights.  

*Membership update. It has been great to see 
the positive response to our new website and online 
membership options. In the last two months, 37 of you 
have joined/renewed your membership online – thank you!   

A special mention goes to Professor Kurt Krause (University of Otago) who was the first 
NZSBMB member to renew their subscription via the new website.  Thanks Kurt, we hope 
you are enjoying your NZSBMB coffee mug J. 

If you haven’t renewed your membership yet, it’s easy to join. Just head to:  
https://www.joinit.org/o/nzsbmb. Your membership subscriptions help to support our 
conferences, regional activities, early-career travel grants and more - your support is 
important to us!  We’ll be randomly selecting new members throughout the month of June to 
receive NZSBMB coffee mugs of their own, so join today! 

*Student Travel Grant Round. Congrats to Diana Atigari and Chris Horne, the winners of 
the NZSBMB autumn travel round.   

Diana is a PhD student in Dr. Bronwyn Kivell's group at Victoria University of Wellington. 
Diana be heading to the USA to present her poster at three different conferences! Her poster 
will be on "Investigating the chemotherapy induced neuropathic pain effects and anti-addiction 
effects of MP1104, a novel mixed acting kappa, delta opioid receptor agonist". 

Chris is a PhD student in Assoc. Prof Ren Dobson's group at the University of 
Canterbury. He'll be winging his way to Canada to present at the 13th International 
Conference on Structural Biology on "The rules of engagement for the transcriptional 
regulator nanR".  

Diana and Chris were awarded student travel grants of $500 each - well done to both. 

We'll be running another travel round later this year. Please note, students must be members 
of the society for >3 months at the time of application, so if know of someone that is thinking 
of applying, but they aren't a paid-up member – encourage them to join today. 

*Call for regional activities. In our last newsletter, I asked for feedback from our 
members. Thanks to everyone that replied. One common theme is that many of you would 
like to host small, focused regional activities. Ideas included 1-day symposia, poster sessions, 



social events and more. We’ve taken your feedback onboard, and we are pleased to offer our 
first round of funding for regional activities, in the form of $500 seed grants. We have three 
available in this round. All NZSBMB members (full members and/or students) are eligible to 
apply. If you are interested, send us a brief statement (~300 words) of who will be involved, 
and what you would like to do. Applications which involve early-career researchers will be 
viewed particularly favourably.  Application statements should be sent to 
newzealandSBMB@gmail.com by 30 June for consideration. 

*Postdoc/technical staff support. The other recurring feedback 
we received was that we need to show our postdocs and technical staff 
some love. Many of you feel there is a lack of support in the New Zealand 
science system for postdocs and technicians. We agree, and we’d like to 
start doing something about it. As a first (small) step, we will  be offering 
three free registrations to attend our annual conference in November. 
More information to come – but applications will likely open in July. Watch 
this space! 
 
What's up next... 
 
*International partner conference.  
We have partnered with ComBio in Sydney this 
year. There is a significant registration discount for 
NZSBMB members, so if you are planning on 
attending, make sure your membership is up to date. 
More info at: www.combio.org.au/combio2018/ 
 
* Registration is now open for our 
Annual Conference. This year our Annual 
Conference will be in conjunction with the NZ 
Microbiological Society 26-29th November 2018 
in Dunedin. We have a great line-up of 
international speakers. You can find more 
information on the conference website at www.nzmsconference.org.nz  
 
*Openings for Regional Representatives. We still have openings in Dunedin and 
Manawatu for regional reps. Our reps are an important presence for us at the local level, and 
play a big part in growing/maintaining our membership numbers. If you are interested in 
volunteering as one of our regional representatives (it isn’t a big time commitment – honest!), 
please let us know at newzealandSBMB@gmail.com  
 
And finally, thanks to all of our members for your support of the 
NZSBMB. Keep the feedback and ideas coming. As always, feel free to email me with your 
thoughts, suggestions (or rants) at monica.gerth@vuw.ac.nz. 

Kia ora rawa atu (many thanks), 

Monica Gerth, President 


